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like I. G. Farben, that had been interlocked in one way or another with some of the people who formerly ran Standard Gas.15
In 1943, after the quarrel between Henry Wallace and Jesse Jones, Crowley became head of the short-lived Board of Economic Warfare. This was merged, along with Lend Lease, into the Foreign Economic Administration, which he ran until the end of the war in a style best described as lumbering. Recently he gave up all his public jobs, and returned to private life.
Wisconsin state income tax returns are open to the public, by law. Anybody can look at anybody's in the state house or the regional tax districts. It is, therefore, possible to survey details of Crowley's financial life. In one year, 1942, his listings of "interest paid" amount to $19,-436.40, which would indicate that his debts at the time totaled a considerable sum. Three among the payees are large insurance companies. From 1940 to 1942 inclusive Crowley's return under "wages and salaries" includes $10,000 each year from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and from Standard Gas and Electric $50,000 in 1940, $65,625 in 1941, and $/5,ooo in I942.16
When FDR turned the Board of Economic Warfare over to Crowley, the Capital Times of Madison printed several of the details given above, and concluded, "Can anything be more incongruous than a situation in which a high personage in the Roosevelt administration is receiving $75,000 a year from a vast holding company empire when the Roosevelt administration itself has taken the position that holding company set-ups . . , are against the public interest and should be broken up?"
Why did Roosevelt give Crowley so many jobs? The late Harry Hopkins once gave me a quadruple answer to this. First, he never got into trouble; none of his agencies ever had any public fracases. Second, he did what FDR wanted him to do, without fuss or argument. Third, he was a powerful middle western Catholic, Fourth, he got along well with Congress.
15 Details of most of these interrelations were first revealed by I. F. Stone in The Nation and PU.
16 In July, 1946, Crowley was barred by the Federal Power Commission from continuing as a director of three other utility companies, because he had not attended the minimum number of meetings that FPC regulations require, as a result of his duties in Washington. PAf, July 9, 1946.